
Public Art On Main Street 
The American Century Investments Sculpture Field at 44th & Main 

Street represents a partnership between American Century Investments, 
the Kansas City Art Institute, MainCor and other arts and civic groups. 
The six sculptures from local artist and entrepreneur STRETCH were
dedicated on August 8, 2006. The grassy knoll which is now home to the
first public art display on Main Street, is the property of American 
Century investments, and is intended to rotate the work of various local 
artists at least once each year. 

The Sculpture Field responds to the Main Street Corridor Land Use
and Development Plan, which encourages significant public art at a 
pedestrian scale. Public art, widely recognized as a catalyst for 
economic development, exhibits the engagement of individuals and the 
community, and now enhances the lively Southmoreland neighborhood 
that is also home to the Kansas City Art Institute, Kemper Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art and H&R Block’s 
ArtSpace. The Sculpture Field connects the economic expansion of 
Downtown, the eclectic mixture of the Crossroads district with Midtown 
Kansas City and the Country Club Plaza illustrating the new era of 
enhanced connectivity and growth. 

 Open to the public dawn through dusk, the Sculpture Field is a great 
new way to enjoy Main Street. For more information about STRETCH 
and his work, visit www.stretchsculpture.com.
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In early August, following the purchase of the OSCO Stores by CVS, the former Katz Drug Store (at the
corner of Westport Road and Main) was closed and has now been liquidated of the interior fittings. CVS will
continue to do business on Main Street at their 39th and Main Street location. The future of the “Katz Building”
which is on the National Register of Historic Buildings is on the minds of many individuals who have vivid
memories of shopping there. If Ike and Michael Katz were alive today what would they envision for the now
empty landmark at Westport and Main? Being the entrepreneurial, forward looking local businessmen and civic
leaders that they were, what would they advise?   Certainly they would look back on those thriving years when
the Katz Drug Store was THE place to shop for school supplies, Russell Stover candies, pets (yes, even monkeys),
the latest record music, cosmetics, gifts, and
pharmaceutical.

Advertised as the “world’s largest drug
store, there was a soda fountain and lunch
counter that brought Kansas Citians from
all points together. It was a super store with
a large parking lot and its logo was a large
black cat ensconced over the corner
entrance at Westport Road and Main
Street.  It was a great location then and it is
still a great location for doing business.
Merchandise was displayed in large plate
glass windows that wrapped around the
entire facade. The Katz Drug Store,
completed in 1934, was the first design
project by architect, Clarence Kivett.  * He
had been to the Chicago World’s Fair in
1933,  returning to Kansas City, impressed
with the streamline Art Deco architecture that prevailed at that Fair. Art Deco was the architectural style that
earmarked the 1930’s in major cities across the U.S. It was the style of the times.  Art Deco stood for excitement,
the latest look. The Katz Drug Store at Westport and Main was known for its buff brick tower with clocks on three
sides (when they work, the faces light up in neon) extending beyond the roof line at the south end of the Main
Street facade. The secondary tower which extends beyond the main block has a series of three horizontal
projections that add a futuristic look. The horizontal banding on the building (it is painted orange now) was
originally in shiny chromium and it wrapped around the building giving it the “streamline” look.

Katz, Skaggs, Osco, CVS . . . Save KC’s Landmark



You can help energize regional transit!
The Kansas City Regional Transit 

Alliance (RTA) would like to invite you 
to join the RTA’s Regional Advocacy 
Network, which has been created to 
educate and update supporters on 
regional transit issues.  Legislators want 
to hear from their constituents that
regional public transit is important to 
them.

Currently, legislation is proposed in 
Kansas to compliment the law that
recently passed in Missouri allowing 
residents of Buchanan, Cass, Clay, 
Jackson, Platte and Ray counties the 
opportunity to vote on a ballot issue to 
create a regional funding mechanism to 
support regional transit.  The proposed 
legislation in Kansas would also allow 
citizens in  Johnson, Leavenworth and 
Wyandotte counties the same 
opportunity. 

Please join the RTA’s Regional 
Advocacy Network by visiting 
www.kctransit.org and clicking on
Join the Regional Advocacy Network.
It only takes a few minutes to join.  You 
will receive action alerts and periodic e-
mail about important public transit 
issues and will be asked to contact your 
elected officials and encourage them to
pass legislation that would allow area 
voters to create a regional funding 
mechanism to support public transit. 

Now is the time to make our voices 
heard about the importance of regional 
transit. The RTA needs your help in 
moving this issue forward. 

For additional information about the 
RTA and our Regional Advocacy 
Network, please visit www.kctransit.org.
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MMaaiinnCCoorr CCaalleennddaarr
●August 3, 8 a.m., Coffee Klatsch 

●August 17, 11:30 a.m., Business
Lunch; Join us as our guest will be
Danielle Westcott with VISTA;
Please RSVP by August 15.

●September 6, 8 a.m., Coffee 
Klatsch

●September 21, 11:30 a.m., Busi-
ness Lunch; Join us as our guest 
will be Victor Hogstrom from 
KCPT, Please RSVP by Sept 19.

●October 4, 8a.m., Coffee Klatsch

●October 19, 11:30 a.m., Business 
Lunch; Join us as our guest will be
from the city’s Action Center,
Please RSVP by Oct. 17.

….all the new development and potential de-
velopment on Main Street. Let’s start at 27th and 
go south: 

• Hallmark potential to grow 
• Federal Reserve Bank
• Developer looking at redeveloping all of

the NW corner of 31st and Main. 
• All the new and rehabbed housing in the 

Union Hill neighborhood
• Auction at the Charlie Fisher site
• Potential expansion of the Midtown Mar-

ketplace TIF
• Abnos property improvements 
• Hawthorne Apartments under new owner-

ship with big plans to improve the building 
• Community Blood Center decision to re-

model instead of move 
• St. Paul’s Day School expansion
• Starbuck’s coming to Main Street and re-

habbing the old Hardee’s site 
• Southmoreland Neighborhood improve-

ments from the 43rd and Main TIF
• H&R Block selling all their sites  
• American Century’s potential growth 
• American Century's new sculpture field 
• Holiday Inn site redevelopment plans 
• Community Improvement District

Boy have you noticed… 

Coffee Klatsch and Business Lunches are 
held at the MainCor office, 3215 Main.  If 
you would like a reminder by e-mail or fax, 
call the office at 753-3820. 

� - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
You can show your support by completing the form below and mailing it, along with your   
check to MainCor, 3215 Main, Ste. 200, KCMO  64111.

Basic:  $150  Sustaining: $200 to $499  

Main St. Investor: $500 to $999 Main St. Sponsor: $1,000 to $5,000 

Business Name:  ________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________ 

Contact:  _______________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________ E-mail:  _______________ 

…

Shop Main Street! 

C

(continued from cover)

What would Ike and Mike do with a 23,000 sq ft building with a parking lot in a prime location? They would
see an opportunity to respond to the needs of the Mid-town shoppers and the many people who use Main Street
as their north/south route. What are people whispering that they want to see in the space? There has been
mention of: Dean & DeLuca, Whole Foods, Trader Joe’s, Virgin Records, Ikea, Crate and Barrel. What do you
think should happen in the “Katz Building”?

*Clarence Kivett through his firm Kivett and Myers went on to design many well-known buildings in Kansas
City: the Macy’s Department Store Bldg in downtown KC; the Alameda Hotel at Wornall Road and Ward
Parkway; Temple B’ nai Jehudah at 69th & Holmes and the Truman Sports Complex. In 1982 he became one of
17 architects in the U.S. to receive the Presidential Citation. Kivett was honored for his role, work, and influence
in shaping modern architecture of the Midwest.

Contributed By Pam Hoelzel

Contributed By Kim Carlos

The 2.2 acre Charlie Fisher site located just
south of Linwood on Main Street represents a signifi-
cant redevelopment opportunity. The prominent Lin-
wood and Main intersection sits next to the Midtown 
Marketplace TIF. The amount of traffic, visibility, and 
the importance of Main Street as a connector between
downtown and the Plaza are some of the many attrib-
utes attached to this unusually large and developable
urban tract of land. 

The Main Street Corridor Land Use and Devel-
opment Plan supports mixed use development at avail-
able infill sites. The demand for housing on Main
Street has not yet been addressed, while there contin-
ues to be a market for small scale neighborhood based 
businesses. With significant public and private invest-
ment just north of Linwood and south of downtown on
Main Street, this area stands to enjoy a considerable
increase in value and use. The large city block size of
the parcel could potentially appeal to a desirable single
developer that could create an enticing mixed use de-
velopment. 

Unfortunately the auction of the properties on
June 23 resulted in sale to three separate owners. This 
site represents great opportunity and it is the intent and
desire of MainCor to assist future development creat-
ing a well designed urban community. The former 
Ray’s site on the south end of the block is now avail-
able for sale as well, enhancing the potential of this
exciting location. 

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt OOppppoorrttuunniittyy oonn MMaaiinn


